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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a first office action on the merits of application SN 10/611, 976. 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: On page 6 of 
the specification, line 7, "Stop pins 10 and 110" is considered a typo and the applicant 
should correct with the appropriate reference numbers "1 1 and 111". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 23 is objected to because of the following informalities: In the fourth 
paragraph of claim 23, the phrase "said movable plate" appears in the first line. The 
examiner considers this to be a typo and the applicant should correct the phrase to 
"said movable rod". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections * 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 6-14, 20, 21, 29, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 
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4. In claim 9, line 7, it is unclear as to which table "surfaces" is referring to and 
where those surfaces are located. 

5. Claim 7, 1 3, 20, and 29 is rejected for duplicate claim language, "comprising top 
to be set on upper end... vertically on said table". This language is already recited in 
claim 6, 12, 19, and 28 respectively. 

6. Regarding claim 6, 9, and 1 2, in the last 4 lines of the claim it is unclear what is 
being claimed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 

States. 

2. Claims 1 , 5, and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anitcpated by Gernian Patent 2,506,746 to Fendt. Fendt 746 discloses an article 
transporting/storing device (A') with a table (1) to be loaded with an article. A pair of 
post units (2) spaced from each other and each comprising two posts (2a) connected 
together. The pair of post units (2) are support on the table (1) by unit supporting 
means (3) such that the pair of post units (2) are selectively locked in a position in which 
said posts (2a) each stand substantially vertically on the table (1) as seen in figure 1 or 
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unlocked and allowed to be angularly moved toward a mount surface of the table (1) 
between the pair of post units (2) as seen in figure 2. 

3. Regarding claim 5, the pair of post unit (2) each includes a respective movable 
frame (2b, 2c) connecting the two posts (2a) and mounted to the two posts (2a) in such 
a manner as to be movable in a lengthwise direction of the posts (2a) as seen in figure 
1 below. 




Fendt 746 Figure 1 

4. Regarding claim 22, the unit supporting means (3) comprises a pair of unit 
supporting means (3) respectively associated with the pair of post units (2). 
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Fendt '746 Figure 2 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomns the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 2-4 and 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over German Patent 2,506,746 to Fendt in view of U.S. Patent 2,862,720 to Stone. 
Fendt 746 discloses every element as described above and that when stacked in the 
locked position that post top (C) is in line with leg (B'). Fendt 746 does not disclose 
expressly a top plate that has engaging portions, and casters. Stone 720 discloses an 
article transporting/storing device with a table (1) and a pair of post units (3). Casters (2) 
are mounted on the table (1). A top plate (8) is set on the upper end portions of the pair 
of post units (3) when the posts units (3) stand substantially vertically on the table (1), 
wherein the top plate (8) is formed with engaging portions (9) engageable with the 
upper end portions of the pair of post units (3). At the time of the invention it would have 
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been obvious for a person of ordinary skill in the art to take the article 
transporting/storing device of Fendt and add the casters and top plate of Stone so that 
the device would be easier to move and have a top to bridge across the post units. 

7. Regarding claim 6, The device of Fendt 746, modified by Stone 720, is capable 
of being stacked on top of the top plate of a similar device such that the legs of the top 
device would be positioned right above the upper end portions of the post units of the 
lower device. 

8. Claims 9-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
German Patent 2,506,746 to Fendt in view of French Patent 2.638,431 to Fauville. 
Fendt 746 discloses every element as described above including a back plate D' 
between the post units (2). The folded up device of Fendt 746 as shown in figure 2 
would inherently capable of being stacked on top of one another such that, when 
another article transporting/storing device (A') is stacked on the device (A') after the pair 
of post units (2) have been folded up by being angularly moved toward the mount 
surface (1) as seen above in figure 2. Fendt 746 does not disclose expressly the back 
plate with a belt and the unit supporting means spaced from the opposite edges of the 
table. Fauville '431 discloses a pair of post units (2) attached to a table (8). Belts (3,5) 
are provided for fastening the article (1) to the table (8). The belts are attached to the 
pair of post units (2). The unit supporting mean (1 la, 1 lb) is spaced from the opposite 
edges of the table (8) adjoining the pair of unit supporting means (1 1 a, 1 1 b). 
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9. Regarding claim 9, At the time of the invention it would have been obvious for a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to take the device of Fendt and space the unit 
supporting means away from the edge like Fauville so that surfaces on which legs (B') 
of a table (1) of the another article transporting/storing device (A') are to be positioned 
are formed between unit supporting means (3) and the edges of the table (1). 

10. Regarding claim 10, At the time of the invention it would have been obvious for a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to take the device of Fendt and add the belts of 
Fauville to the connecting bars of the back plate to secure the article. 

11. Claims 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gemian Patent 2,506,746 to Fendt in view of French Patent 2,638,431 to Fauville as 
applied to claims 10 and 1 1 above, and further in view of U.S. Patent 2,862,720 to 
Stone. Fendt 746 in view of Fauville '431 discloses every element as described above 
except a top plate and casters. Stone 720 discloses every element as applied in claims 
2-4 and 6-8 above. At the time of the invention It would have been obvious to take the 
article transporting/storing device of Fendt In view of Fauville and add the casters and 
top plate of Stone so that the device would be easier to move and have a top to bridge 
across the post units • 

12. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gennan 
Patent 2,506,746 to Fendt in view of U.S. Patent 6,866,160 to Wang. Fendt 746 
discloses every element as described above except the table is formed with a groove 
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for receiving the par of post units when they are folded toward the nnount surface. 
Wang '160 discloses a folding transport device that has a pair of post units (2) with a 
connecting bar (31) at the top of the posts units (2) as best shown In figure 1 . As seen in 
figure 1 1 below, when the post unit (2) is folded angularly toward the mount surface, a 
groove (30*) is formed in the frame (30) to receive connecting bar (31) of the post unit 
(2). At the time of the invention it would have been obvious for a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to take the device of Fendt and add the groove of Wang to the table to reduce 
height when in the folded position. 



30' 



31 
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1 "CtM 







Fig.n 



Wang '160 Figure 11 



13. Claims 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
German Patent 2,506,746 to Fendt in view of U.S. Patent 6,866,160 to Wang as applied 
to claims 15 and 16 above, and further in view of French Patent 2,638,431 to Fauville. 
Fendt '746 In view of Wang '160 discloses every element as described above except 
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the back plate with a belt and the unit supporting means spaced from the opposite 
edges of the table. Fauville discloses every element as applied to claims 9-1 1 above. 

14. Regarding claim 16, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious for a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to take the device of Fendt modified by Wang and 
space the unit supporting means away from the edge like Fauville so that surfaces on 
which legs (B') of a table (1) of the another article transporting/storing device (A') are to 
be positioned are fomried between unit supporting means (3) and the edges of the table 
(1). 

1 5. Regarding claim 17, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious for a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to take the device of Fendt modified by Wang and add 
the belts of Fauville to the connecting bars of the back plate to secure the article. 

16. Claims 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
German Patent 2,506,746 to Fendt in view of U.S. Patent 6,866,160 to Wang and in 
further view of French Patent 2,638,431 to Fauville as applied to claims 17 and 18 
above, and further in view of U.S. Patent 2,862,720 to Stone. Fendt 746 in view of 
Wang '160 and in further view of Fauville '431 disclose every element described above 
except a top plate and casters. Stone discloses every element as applied to claims 2-4 
and 6-8. At the time of the invention it would have been obvious for a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to take the article transporting/storing device of Fendt modified by Wang 
and in further view of Fauville and add the casters and top plate of Stone so that the 
device would be easier to move and have a top to bridge across the post units. 
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17. Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over German 
Patent 2,506,746 to Fendt in view of French Patent 2,757,831 to Bernard. Fendt '746 
discloses every element described above except the supporting means comprising of a 
pair of brackets with a movable rod mounted thereon. Bernard discloses a foldable 
transport device with a pair of brackets (12) affixed to a table (1) and respectively 
supporting two posts (2,9) that are angularly movable. A movable rod (8) mounted on 
the posts (2,9) in such a manner as to be selectively movable upward or downward. 
Gravity acts to hold to the movable rod (8) downward such that the movable rod is in 
contact with the two brackets (12) and is prevented from angularly moving toward the 
mount surface (1). The movable rod is pushed upward against the action of gravity, the 
movable rod is released from the two brackets (12) for thereby allowing the post unit 
(2,9) to be angularly moved toward the mount surface. At the time of the invention it 
would have been obvious for a person of ordinary skill in the art to take the device of 
Fendt and add the brackets and rod of Bernard to have an easier locking mechanism. 

1 8. It would have been obvious matter of design choice to modify Bernard by having 
the rod move in the upward direction to lock, since the applicant has not disclosed that 
having the rod move in a specific direction to lock is for any particular purpose and it 
appears that the locking would perform equally as well in reverse by having the locking 
of the posts be in the downward direction. As such if the direction would be reversed it 
is well known to use a spring as a biasing member to replace the same effect given by 
gravity. 
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Bernard '831 Figure 3 

19. Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over German 
Patent 2,506,746 to Fendt In view of French Patent 2,757,831 to Bernard as applied to 
claim 23 above, and further in view of U.S. Patent 6,866,160 to Wang. Fendt '746 in 
view of Bernard discloses every element as described above except a groove formed in 
the table. Wang discloses every element as applied to claims 15 and 16 above. At the 
time of the invention it would have been obvious for a person of ordinary skill in the art 
to take the device of Fendt in view of Bernard and add the groove of Wang to the table 
to reduce height when In the folded position. 
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20. Claims 25-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
German Patent 2.506,746 to Fendt in view of French Patent 2,757,831 to Bernard and 
in further view of U.S. Patent 6,866,160 to Wang as applied to claims 24 and 25 above, 
and further in view of French Patent 2,638,431 to Fauville. Fendt 746 in view of 
Bernard '831 and further modified by Wang '160 discloses every element as described 
above except the back plate with a belt attached to it and the unit supporting means 
spaced from the opposite edges of the table. Fauville '431 discloses every element as 
applied to claims 9-1 1 above. 

21 . Regarding claim 25, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious for a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to take the device of Fendt in view of Bernard and 
further modified by Wang and space the unit supporting means away from the edge like 
Fauville so that surfaces on which legs (B') of a table (1) of the another article 
transporting/storing device (A') are to be positioned are formed between unit supporting 
means (3) and the edges of the table (1). 

22. Regarding claim 26, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious for a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to take the device of Fendt in view of Bernard and 
further modified by Wang and add the belts of Fauville to the connecting bars of the 
back plate to secure the article. 

23. Claims 28-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
German Patent 2.506,746 to Fendt in view of French Patent 2,757.831 to Bernard, in 
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, further view of U.S. Patent 6,866.160 to Wang, and in further view of French Patent 
2,638,431 to Fauville as applied to claims 26 and 27 above, and further in view of U.S. 
Patent 2,862,720 to Stone. Fendt 746 in view of Bernard '831, further modified by 
Wang '160, and in further view of Fauville '431 discloses every element as described 
above except a top plate and casters. Stone 720 discloses every element as applied to 
claims 2-4 and 6-8 above. At the time of the invention it would have been obvious for a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to take the article transporting/storing device of Fendt 
in view of Bernard, modified by Wang, and in further view of Fauville and add the 
casters and top plate of Stone so that the device would be easier to move and have a 
top to bridge across the post units. 

Conclusion 

24. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. U.S. Patent 1 ,188,839 to Schell discloses an adjustable lock for 
hinges that has a spring as a biasing member and a movable lever. U.S. Patent 
5,415,31 1 to Coogan discloses a collapsible storage device that has a pair of post units 
that fold toward the mount surface; the mount surface includes a groove to receive the 
post units. U.S. Patent 5,398,832 to Clive-Smith discloses a transporting/storing device 
that has belts. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy M. Ayres whose telephone number is (571) 
272-8299. The examiner can normally be reached on MON-FRI 8:30 - 5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on (571) 272-6867. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

TMA cfy^ 
8/19/05 



LANNA MAI 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 



